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Article 14

PEOPLE WATCHING
My plane has been delayed.
Now I'm sitting in the Detroit Metro terminal,
in a small, blue chair
with cold, metal armrests.
I'm watching the people filter in,
a few at a time,
like bees returning to their hive.
I'm also playing the 'scenario game.'
One man, dressed in a cowboy hat and boots,
is probably on his way to making a fortune
in Las Vegas.
There is a couple, in the middle of a discussion,
with tense looks on their faces,
who are maybe fighting about how long
they will have to stay at
the woman's mother's house.
Each person sits in a chair

away

from someone else,
making the terminal look like a honeycomb,
which is half filled.
Once every-other chair is taken,
the people, late in arriving,
stop
and, judging by appearance, decide who is the safest person
to sit next to.
If they don't want conversation,
they sit next to the businessmen
in their navy blue, pin-striped suits,
54

t

ties loosened a little,
pretending to read the Wall Street Journal.
Or, desiring conversation,
they sit next to the old lady
who reminds them of their grandmother,
and is doing needlepoint.
But, if they're bored,
they will sit next to the high school girl
and read the poem that she is writing
about them.
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